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The complex nature of current 

developments becomes simplified in stories 

of AI futures

This has consequences for our 

understandings of future and future making 



Promissary AI future









Epistemic trespassers possess expertise in 
one field but make predictions in another 

where they lack competence



What does research tell us about AI 
futures? 





AI is local





AI is material





AI is human-powered



Providers of AI 
services strategically 
promote the idea of 
machinic self-
sufficiency by 
obscuring human 
efforts that go into 
the design and 
implementation of 
such services  





AI applications treat people differently





AI does not replace experts, but the work 

of experts becomes redefined







We need a realistic view to the strengths 

and weaknesses of AI-based methods



We need a better understanding of 

possible futures
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